Wes Mackey
Wes Mackey is a Bluesman who has a totally unique, individual sound and identity and very few emerging artists can lay claim to those very important and refreshing traits. Wes Mackey has definitely paid-his-dues in full and he's got a special gift that he wants to share …. Wes Mackey has arrived."
Andy Grigg Real Blues Magazine 
See Magazine said it best about  Wes."  a reminder” they say “that the blues is not about being down on yourself; it's about using the music to lift your spirit and celebrate…”   Peppermint Blues (Belgium) echoed the sentiment writing "Wes Mackey is a wonderful showman. Charming and charismatic, he captivates the audience.."  and it's an attitude that he always brings to the stage with his upbeat, earthy, swingin' style.
He learned to play the guitar from the seasoned old blues players of the deep South where he was born and raised and he is glad to have been part of that great bygone era. [image: image1.jpg]


Part Cherokee he grew up in a rural area in South Carolina where his father was a Baptist preacher and sharecropper who also worked at the local fishing club. He eventually moved to Augusta, Georgia and began working in small juke joints and dusty honky tonks where his first “professional” gig paid 50 cents and a chicken sandwich. 
He soon found himself playing in the local bands that backed up touring greats like Muddy Waters, John Lee Hooker, Jimmy Reed, Stevie Wonder and many others. Affectionately known  as "Static" for his troublesome stutter he spent many years on the road working as a sideman. Where many of his contemporaries from the south migrated to cities like Chicago Wes' path took a different course and he eventually moved to Canada.
He settled on the east coast, had a family and established a solid career.  Aside from performing in bands he  became a semi-regular on CBC TV's Performance and played with Canadian icons like Gordie Tapp and Dutchy Mason.
For a while Mackey faced some deeply troubling challenges and was forced to drop out of the music scene entirely. When he was finally ready to get back on stage he  had to start all over again. There were some artistic compromises but in order to keep working he had to become an eclectic player, doing everything from country to jazz. Realizing that he did not stutter when he sang he added the foot bass pedals and moved centre stage. In the long run that very diversity helped Mackey to develop his unique and sometimes indefinable style. It took some time but eventually he went from working those dusty honky tonks of the past to clubs, resorts, and five star venues around the world, including places like Russia Malaysia and Iceland to name a few. 
For years he traveled under the radar in search of both his personal and musical identities. After a happy reunion with  his family and getting his life back on track  he returned exclusively to the music in which his life was rooted in  returned exclusively to the blues. At first Wes was unsure if the five star crowd would warm up to the blues but he decided to risk it all and it worked.  Shortly after he put out his aptly titled album Second Chance. Much to his own surprise it reached near the top on many Canadian charts including CUIT of the Toronto Blues Society and was chosen by Real Blues Magazine as its # 7 Best Canadian Release for 2003.
His next release Mr. Blues (2005) was equally well  received and not long after fate stepped in and Europe was soon buzzing about Wes and his uplifting performances.  He was soon picked up by a European agency
and began touring Europe extensively. After a booking in Lamanon , France turned into a funny story (see VIDEO HERE) it soon after turned into a song and one year later Wes became an honourary citizen of Provence and then Patron of it's annual blues festival L'am du Blues.
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Encouraged by good reviews of the original material on Mr. Blues  Mackey went on to record his latest release Beyond Words which has 8 new originals. It is scheduled to be released in  June 2009  when he will kick off a six week tour that will include stops in Croatia and Slovenia.
Funny, talented, warm and truly witty he remains 
 a locall favorite  in Vancouver which he calls home and you can often find him performing at places like Hotel Vancouver, The Pan Pacific Hotel, The  Shore Club and at Capone's Restaurant and Live Jazz Club where he has had the house gig on Sunday nights for the last 14 years. 
The future also looks good for Mackey. After doing a month long stint at The New Orleans Fairmont mere months before Katrina Mackey was recently contacted by the former F&B manager to perform at Canada's premier hotel Chateau Laurier in Ottawa July 2009.  After his Europen tour in  November he is planning to go on tour in the southern US in 2010
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